
Policies, Action Plans and Programmes conducted for widows by state institutions in Sri 

Lanka 

 

A. The Ministry of Women and Child Affairs has developed the following policies and 

Action Plans focusing on Women Heads of Households. 

 

1. The National Gender and Women’s Empowerment Policy  - 2023 – 2032 

 

The recently launched policy aims s to create a culture of  non discrimination  and respect 

for women’s rights by eliminating all forms of discrimination against women  in order 

that women enjoy human rights and fundamental freedom in the political,economic, 

social,cultural andall other spheres. 

 

While all the 7 thematic areas explained in the policy have some relevance to women 

headed households while special emphasis is made under the thematic areas dealing with 

Social Equality and Empowerment and Access to Justice and Peace and Security 

                                                 

The strategies entail revising and engendering poverty alleviation programmes and 

providing self employment schemes for women. 

 

Revising and implementing Action Plans already prepared for empowering Women 

Heads of Households and allocation of adequate resources for implementation.   

 

 

2.  National Action Plan on Women, Peace and Security 

The Action Plan for the implementation of the Security Council Resolution 1325has been 

developed by the Ministry of Women and Child Affairs with technical support of UN 

Women. 

3. National Action Plan on Women Headed Households 

 

The National Action Plan on Women Headed Households which was approved by the 

Cabinet in 2016 focuses on health and psychosocial support, livelihood development, 

support services systems, protection, social security, national level policy formulation 

and awareness building. Services and credit facilities were provided for enhancing 

livelihood development in areas of female poverty eradication. 

 

4. National Human Rights Action Plan (2017 – 2021) 

 

The Action Plan contained several transitional justice mechanisms including poverty 

reduction, provision of information on missing persons,eliminating sexual exploitation 

and violence against women. 



 

B  Social security programmes conducted by state institutions for Women Headed 

Households   

 

1. The Ministry of Social Empowerment implements a monthly cash transfer programme 

as part of social protection for low income families including Women Heads of 

Households 

 

2. Women Headed Households are provided with loans for livelihood development 

activities under the Samurdhi programme of the government. 

 

3. The Women’s Bureau of Sri Lanka conducts three programmes for socio economic 

empowerment of Women Heads of Households 

            a. Provision of credit for livelihood activities 

b. Provision of grants for livelihood activities 

 

c. Vocational training for female youth 

 

5. A Centre for Women Headed Households is established in Killinochchi  ( in Northern 

Province) to look after the socio economic needs of war affected women  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


