
 

Government Policies and Initiatives for Widows in India 

 

 The Indira Gandhi National Widow Pension Scheme (IGNWPS) is a social welfare 

program launched to provide financial assistance to widows who are living below the 

poverty line. Under the scheme, eligible widows are provided a monthly pension of Rs. 

300/- per month (as of 2021), which is directly transferred to their bank account. The 

scheme also provides an additional amount of Rs. 200/- per month to widows who are 80 

years or above. 

 The Annapurna Scheme is a social welfare program launched to provide food security to 

senior citizens who are unable to fend for themselves. The scheme is implemented by the 

Ministry of Rural Development.Under the scheme, eligible senior citizens who are not 

covered under any pension scheme are provided with 10 kg of food grains (wheat or rice) 

per month for free. 

 The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) aims to 

provide job opportunities to rural households and thereby boost their livelihoods and 

well-being.Under the scheme, eligible rural households are provided with guaranteed 100 

days of wage employment per year. 

 The Government of India has introduced several policies for the welfare of army widows 

in the country:  

1. The government provides ex-gratia compensation to the next of kin of soldiers 

who die while on duty. The compensation amount varies based on the rank of the 

deceased soldier and ranges from Rs. 15 lakhs to Rs. 45 lakhs. 

2. The government provides a pension to the widow of a deceased soldier. The 

pension amount is based on the rank of the deceased soldier and is revised from 

time to time. 

3. The government provides employment opportunities to the widows of soldiers 

who die while on duty. The Ministry of Defence has reserved certain jobs for the 

widows of soldiers. 

4. Ex- Servicemen Contributory Health Scheme (ECHS) provides cashless health 

care to war-widows/war disabled defence personnel. 



 The Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007 provide for the 

maintenance and welfare of parents and senior citizens in the country.Under the Act, 

children and heirs are legally required to provide maintenance to their parents and senior 

citizens.In case of neglect, abandonment or ill-treatment of senior citizens, the Act 

provides for punishment to be imposed on the offenders.The Act also provides for the 

establishment of old age homes and other facilities for the care and protection of senior 

citizens. 

 The Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act, 2005 provides for the rights of widows in the 

property of their deceased husbands. Under the Act, a widow has the right to inherit her 

deceased husband's property, including both ancestral and self-acquired property, in the 

absence of any other legal heirs. 

 


