Government Policies and Initiatives for Widows in Bangladesh

Social Security Policy Support (SSPS) Programme by the Ministry of Social Welfare —
provides allowances for the Widow, Deserted and Destitute Women; Numbers of
beneficiaries, According to 22- 23 Year Budget, 500 taka per month for 24.75 lakhs
women and total 3444. 54 Crore taka from total budget.

National Women Development Policy aims to end violence against widow, aged,
guardianless, abandoned, unmarried and childless women.

The Government of Bangladesh has taken many legal measures for combating VAW.
The Parliament enacted the Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection) Act in
2010. Rules of Procedure to implement the Act, has been approved in 2013. Several
other laws address some of the other forms of violence, such as, human trafficking,
migration, acid crime and such other. A national action plan on VAW for the period
2013 to 2025 outlines actions in six main areas, namely, (i) legal arrangements, (ii)
social awareness and mental transformation, (iii) advancement of women’s socio-
economic status, (iv) protective services, (v) curative and rehabilitation services, (vi)
inter-sectoral cooperation and (vii) community involvement.

There are some other laws that address different forms of VAW. These include,
i. Acid Attack Prevention (amended) Act, 2010, ii. Prevention of Women and Children
Oppression Act, 2000 iii. Legal Support Act, 2000, iv. Mobile Court Act, 2009,
v. Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) Act, 2014.

The High Court in 2010 provided guidelines to employers and educational institutions
on how to address sexual harassment issues and to formulate policies to protect
women from sexual harassment in work places, educational institutions and other
public places, including setting up complaints committees and complaint boxes for
sexual harassment. It also directs the Government to take immediate steps to enact
legislation to address sexual harassment in public places.

Land and Property Rights of Women in Bangladesh

» Hindu Women’s Rights to Property Act, 1937 - widow only can access to
property during her lifetime

» Christian widows - According to the Act 1925 - If a late person has children then
the widow will have one third of property. If the late person doesn’t have children
then the widow will have the ownership of the whole property.

» Muslim widows- According to the Sharia Law — As a wife, If a late person
doesn’t have any children or doesn’t have any grandson or generations down
wards then the wife is entitled to one fourth of the property. For any children the
wife will get one eighth of property.
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