SANWED
Core Committee Members

Ferdous Ara Begum (Bangladesh): Member of the Board of Trustees, Help Age International
is a gender and ageing issues specialist, and former member of the UN Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and has served as the Expert
Consultant on Gender Issues to UNFPA (United Nations Population Fund) She has written
many articles to create awareness on older women and widows rights issues and
spearheaded the formulation of UN General Recommendations on older women of the
CEDAW Convention. In her previous career as a civil servant in Bangladesh, she was the first
woman Director-General of Bangladesh Television and the first female Commissioner of
Taxes. She served as a board member of the Nobel Peace Prize-winning Grameen Bank.
While working as Joint Secretary of the Ministry of Women and Children Affairs, between
2002 and 2004, she was involved in 34 gender-specific projects designed to provide social
and legal protection for women and children in the rural areas of Bangladesh.

Husna Jalal (Afghanistan): Jalal Foundation Kabul Afghanistan is an Afghan feminist and
women and youth rights activist. She has co-founded the Freedom Message weekly
newspaper which is an activist’s tabloid that highlights the inequalities and injustices and
empowers women, youth and other ethnic and lingual minorities by advocating for peace,
democracy, and equality. She believes in empowering grassroots women and youth and
using a bottom-up approach for creating social change. She spearheads Young Afghan
Women Movement, which gave her the opportunity to meet more than 5,000 young,
ambitious Afghan women from communities all over the country, expanding a movement
that would emphasise democracy, freedom and equality, and sisterhood. She is working
now to support a network of Afghan women in the fight against Taliban oppression.

Lily Thapa (Nepal) Gender rights activist, academician is a pioneer on the issue of widows in
Nepal. She is the founding president of Women for Human Rights (WHR) that has been
working for the social, political, economic and legal rights of widows in Nepal and in South
Asia for the past 20 years. Through WHR, her advocacy has changed government policy, and
has succeeded to mainstream the issue of widows into the government agenda and
changing many discriminatory legal policies from country code of Nepal. When spearheading
the SANWED secretariat in Nepal she was able to mainstream the widowhood issues into
Colombo Declaration as well as able to incorporate the issues of widows into Nepal’s new
constitution. Lily is the founding coordinator of Army Single Women and Injured Families
(ASWIF) which address the issues of wives of deceased husband of Nepal Army.

Malashri Lal (India): Academician, gender rights activist, writer, editor was the Dean,
Academic Activities & Projects of Delhi University. She was Professor in the Department of



English and has held senior administrative positions and was the Director of the Women’s
Studies & Development Centre, of the University of Delhi. Among her sixteen books are the
most recent works, the co edited volumes, Speaking for Myself: Anthology of Asian
Women’s Writing, In Search of Sita: Revisiting Mythology, both published by Penguin India.
She has served as a member of the jury for several literary awards including the
Commonwealth Writers Prize, London and was a member of the Steering Committee for the
DSC Prize for South Asian Literature. As a voluntary member of the Guild of Service she
spearheads Rajasthan Interventions of the Guild. She is presently the Secretary General of
the SANWED secretariat in India.

Masuma Hasan (Pakistan): President of the Board Governors of Aurat Foundation, is also
Chairman of Pakistan Institute of International Affairs. In her public service career, she was
Cabinet Secretary to the Government of Pakistan which is the highest post in the civil
service; Pakistan’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations Office in Vienna, IAEA,
UNIDO, and all other international agencies in Vienna where she chaired the Group of 77;
Ambassador to Austria, Slovenia and Slovakia. She was a member of Aga Khan University’s
task force on the creation of the Institute for the Study of Muslim Civilizations and also
serves on its Thinking Group for a Graduate School of Governance and Public Policy. Dr.
Hasan is editor of Pakistan in a Changing World and Editor-in-Chief of the quarterly Pakistan
Horizon. She has served on commissions on public sector reforms and the boards of many
universities and has written articles on public administration and international politics.

Meera Khanna (India): Trustee & Executive Vice President, Guild of Service is a feminist,
social activist, writer, and poet, and has worked voluntarily for more than 20 years with the
Guild, a national level civil society organization focused on empowering marginalized
women and children across India. She is a Co-Founder of the Every Woman Treaty, that
advocates a global treaty to end violence against women and girls and has served as a
consultant to the High Level Committee on the Status of Women, Government of India, and
on two Expert Committees on Widows, one with the Supreme Court of India, the other with
the National Commission for Women. She is a published author of four books and several
papers on women’s rights and widows’ rights,. She currently serves as the Director of the
SANWED secretariat in India and is on the Civil Society Advisory Group for UN Women for
India, Sri Lanka, Maldives and Bhutan.

Mohini Giri (India): A leader in the women’s movement is the voice of women, specializing in
human rights, gender justice and peace in India and South Asia. She is known both nationally
and internationally for her five decades of committed work in empowering women
politically, socially, legally and economically. She represents and takes initiative for India’s
widows, a unique constituency. She is the Founder Chair of the fifty year old Guild of Service
and War Widows Association and Founder Trustee for Women'’s Initiative for Peace in South
Asia. Her much acclaimed for destitute widows in Vrindavan, “Ma Dham” has often been
considered a best practice in holistic approach to deprivation.



Muneezeh Khan (Pakistan): Research Specialist at Aurat Foundation has more than 20 years
of experience in the development sector, from policy to grass root level with core
understanding of socio-economic, political and cultural fabric of Pakistan. She has extensive
experience in designing and conducting large quantitative field-based research, assessments
and evaluations for donors like UN agencies, the World Bank, DFID, ADB, USAID. She was
part of the implementing team on Women Safety Audit & Needs Assessment of identified
Darul Amans (shelters), funded by UN Women in Pakistan. Ms. Khan also worked as the
Technical Expert on the European Union (EU)-funded Subai Project (Strengthening
Provincial Legislative Assemblies in Pakistan) which aimed to advance the functioning of
Pakistan Parliamentary institution, in particular Pakistan provincial assemblies, through
effective legislation, strengthened policy and budget oversight and enhanced
representation. Her expertise includes content and stakeholder [ actors analysis (qualitative)
covering policymakers.

Visaka Dharmadasa (Sri Lanka): Visaka is the founder and Chair of Association of War
Affected Women and Parents of Servicemen Missing in Action. Struggling to end the civil
war, she was able to bring women together across the conflict lines to work for peace. Ms
Dharmadasa educates soldiers and community leaders about international standards of
conduct of war specifically to raise awareness about the importance of soldier’s
identification tags and treatment to prisoners of war. She also works on disseminating the
content of UN resolution 1325 on women peace and security, calling for the inclusion of
women at all levels of peace building and decision making. She trains women to run for
political office. She was awarded the prestigious Humanitarian award for 2006 by the
Inter-Action of Washington DC, an NGO consortium comprising of 160 nongovernmental
organizations.



